
1

Everyday is Friday

Bachelor thesis
Ernst Schubert



2

A hydroelectricity plant and a place to 
live in the Hudson Valley.

Bachelor thesis
Ernst Schubert



3

Observations, narrations and 
speculations in text, images and 
drawings.

Bachelor thesis
Ernst Schubert



4

Map S.7
Ground floor plan S.10
Section  S.11
Standard floor plan  S.16
Floor plan detail  S.17
Elevations  S.19
Isometric drawing  S.20



5

Die Gesetzlosen, Zürich, 1984
Peter Fischli und David Weiss

At first glance, things often seem unclear while they are actually 
quite clear in relation to other things.
This may be a perception that we usually encounter in everyday 
life.
Something special can turn out to be banal and vice versa – 
somehow a joy of contradictions. 
By pursuing this way of seeing and from the perspective of a 
stranger in a foreign country, this project has emerged.
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The underlying question of my project is what impact the 
process of transformation to decentralised and sustainable 
energy production that we are currently facing, and which is a 
topic of the Green New Deal, will have on everyday life. 

Therefore, the project mediates between sustainable energy 
production, transformation of the landscape and contemporary 
housing in the countryside.

“Tallest dam when finished”, Croton Gorge Dam NY, 2019
Photography: Ernst Schubert
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Lower Hudson River Valley
NY State USA

A Street, Houses on the slope, The River
West banks of the Lower Hudson River
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On the road, Hudson Valley NY, 2019
Photography: Ernst Schubert

House on the slope, Hudson Valley NY, 2019
Photography: Ernst Schubert
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Site
Google Earth view on Bellevue Road, Highland NY
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The result is a figurative composition that creates a balance – at 
least for the moment. 
There is a street, a parking garage, a taller house, a lake, a 
longer house, a giant slope, a long staircase, a power house, the 
train tracks and the Hudson River.

A figurative composition
Ground floor plan
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A taller house, a lake, a longer house, a giant slope, a 
long staircase, a power house and the hudson river
Section
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In the centre sits the lake, like a point of gravitation. It is a 
special lake that functions as an upper reservoir of a small 
hydroelectricity plant. In an everyday context, it can be seen as 
a banal lake. This significance is something to think about in a 
sleepless night. The surface of the lake reflects the electric lights 
in the house while the lake also produces the electricity to power 
these lights. Possibly in this state the constellation may find its 
completion. The overlapping themes become apparent and the 
different roles the lake plays for the project take on meaning. 

The lake, like a point of gravitation
Image at night
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The Entrance to the house
Image at night
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The residential buildings share the same structural features but 
differ typologically. Both consist of two components that 
counterbalance light, material and the surrounding context to 
create spatial tension. The first component is heavy, enormous, 
durable and resilient. It creates a vertical dam adjacent to the 
lake and forms the supporting structure of the houses. It is made 
of cast concrete, rough, cold and raw and may evoke an 
infrastructural character. The counterpart is light, warm, precise 
and variable. A wooden construction shapes the apartments. 

vis-à-vis
Structural features
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It may evoke an infrastructural character.
Image in the morning
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GSEducationalVersion

vis-à-vis
Standard floor plan
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GSEducationalVersion

The Apartements are quite simple in principle. 
Typically organised along long corridors they are mainly 
characterised by an enfilade along the facade. 
This creates two types of spatial relationships via two doors in 
each room, which are intended as one connection for the 
daytime and one for the night. Living together in these houses 
should be communal and neighbourly. The apartments in the 
longer house are connected by shared loggias, while the 
apartments in the higher house are joined more directly by large 
doors. 

Two doors in each room
Apartement floor plan
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Like flatmates concrete pillars and yellow sliding doors
inhabit the sunny enfilade.
Image in the afternoon
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GSEducationalVersion

vis-à-vis
Unfolded facades
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GSEducationalVersion

GSEducationalVersion

The longer house and The taller house
Isometric drawing
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Models on a slope
Photography: Philipp Niemeyer 
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