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Outlines

• questionnaire survey 
• find interviewer 

Preliminary User Study

Topic 
Background

Existing Design Analysis
• static chart 
• interactive chart

Brainstorming 
Exercise

• problem statement 
• insights

Ideation

• persona 
• concept

Get Date 
Analysis

Play Arounds 
• service 
• visualize form

Prototype  Design

• info. framework 
• user interface 
• interactive mode

User Test

Future Work
• user  evaluation 
• developing visualization  
• conclusion

• online research 
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Topic & Background

/ As a student of learning design, we are interested in the topic 
of design history. 

/ History is a mirror where you can find mistake people made 
before and rules inside. 

/ Design history is one of the basic design courses of Chinese 
students. 

/ get inspiration from design history 

Why we chose Design history ?
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questionnaire survey

To get the right pain point, we did questionnaire research among Chinese:

• How old are you? 

• Do you work in the design industry? 

• Are you interested in design history? 

• How much do you know about design history? 

• What do you want to know about design history? 

• how do you get to know design history?

• Very well – quite a lot  - little bit – almost not 

• Works , designers ,theory , Styles, design awards , design method, design 

movement, material, design education ,studio/company, others 

• Books , website, social network, exhibition, others 

Personal Information / Attitudes



• How old are you?

• What method do you use to understand design history?
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questionnaire survey

• Are you interested in design history?

• Do you work in the design industry?

• How much do you know about  
• design history?

• What do you want to know about design history?



• How old are you?

• What method do you use to understand design history?
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questionnaire survey

• Are you interested in design history?

• Do you work in the design industry?

• How much do you know about  
• design history?

• What do you want to know about design history?

Really Want to know about 
history！！！ 
(more than 2/3 want to 
know more about designer, 
works, design theory,  style) 

Actually most of them(80%) 
know little about design history, 
even the people in design field

The main source is book and social media
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People know little about design history, even designers… 
Actually they are interested in, even eager to know…

questionnaire survey
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Book is the only source to know design history little online information 
some people think it’s boring to read...

questionnaire survey
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We are always surfing the web.. 
Get fragmented information from social media...

questionnaire survey
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Insight

Age

People always tell you: 
 XXX invented XXX at 25…

•  Age is something related to you. 

•  People care more about something related 
    to themselves

Do you want to know: 
What happened to the famous designers at your age?
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Research

Are you interested in knowing: what are the famous designers doing at your age?

Do you feel motivated after knowing Zuckerberg founded facebook at 20 years old?  

Do you feel encouraged after knowing Vera Wang started her design career at 40 years old? 
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Persona

Age： 22 years old 

Career：student 

Grade：Undergraduate fourth grade 

Major：product design

Han Mei

       I am a senior student, this winter I will attend the Graduate Entrance Examination, I am very worried 

about my design history part, although in the first grade class teacher taught design history, but now I 
have forgotten most of the content . Then , the teacher and the classmate recommended several 
books of design history, these books are very thick and read a bit boring, I also consider whether to 
participate in the design history tutorial. 

“

”
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Persona

Age： 30 years old 

Career：security company 

Live：Su Zhou 

Hobby：sport, surf the Internet, read book, see the exhibition 

Li Lei

      I am a securities analyst, I usually work more busy, I like the home design, when I am not busy 

when I will look at some home design books and websites, I like to go shopping around the design 
exhibition at the weekend, but As the exhibition in Suzhou is not much, I will go to Shanghai to see 
the exhibition, sometimes it is not convenient.

“
”
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Concept

An interactive visualization of design history,which can provide funny 
and comprehensive way to know design history for design student and 
other people who interested in the design.
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Get the Data(source:wikipedia)

• Basic info. 

• Education 

• Work 

• Theory/book 

• Award 

• Studio/company 

(Photo, link, name, born, died, age, country, profession)

(Education school, education time)

(Work name, time, image, link…)

10 designers each field: 
industrial design/architecture/  
graphic design/ fashion design
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Get the Data(source:wikipedia)
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Play Around(RawGraph)
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Play Around(RawGraph)
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Plan 1
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Plan 2
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Plan 3
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User Test
Don’t like like
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Reference: 'Talking Mat’ ,developed by Murphy and Cameron at the 
University of Stirling, 2008

We design several pages each graph, show to 
People in design field (3 persons) and  the 
people who is interested in design(2 persons); 
Ask degree of preference (1-10)  
And  information understanding（1-10） 

Plan 2: have a whole view 



Every dot stand for one design event 
The events at your age are highlighted. 
Description in detail 
Choose certain design field and certain event (eg.only works) 

feedback 
can’t understand which axis stand for age at first glance  ————highlight age circle 
want to see pictures clearly  ——————detail description  
want to know more works at the same period  ————————design annals 
……



Bauhaus-University Weimar   SoSe 2017

Design.o

O, circle, the main design element of the website 

O, have a whole view of design history 

O, the tone seems “I got and learn something “
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Color

Bright and colorful colors 
Contrast colors 
Different color hue 

Red blind

Green blind

Color  blind
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The layout of event points
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How to show the annals? 
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How to show the details 
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How to show the details 
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Others
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Future Work
• user  evaluation 
• mobil application 
• realize with 3d.js 

Thanks !


