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What Is Tales of things ?

- Wouldn't it be interesting to find out the story of the antique jewelry
you bought from the flea market ? Or to find out the history of a street
corner not marked on the tourist map ? How about writing about your
comic book collection before selling it on e-Bay ?

- What if objects and places could tell you their story ? What if you
could add your own story ?

- Tales of things is a platform that allows you to link media to objects or
places using small printable tags.

- Part of a bigger project that aims to make objects communicate with

each other. "’
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Features

- Scan a QR Code and view detalils, tales and media linked
to the scanned object.

- View the associated media links using the embedded
browser.

- Add your own tale to the object and optionally link it to a
YouTube video captured from your phone.

- Automatically upload location details of where the object
was found and scanned.

- Link text, pictures, videos or sounds to any object or
building.

- Create a mini-blog for an object or building.

- Others can read the blog and add ca t to it.
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WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP
WITH CULTURAL PURPOSES ?
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Relationship to culture

- Add stories to objects, contributing to their history.
- You can tag buildings and places.

- Learn about the history of an object or place.

- Preserve history and culture.

- Add value to objects.

- Track items through time and space.
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Add stories to objects, contributing to their
history.

- The story of your great-grandfather’s ‘y’ a memory thing”
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You can tag buildings and places
Preserve history and culture

Thu 22 Apr 2010

will vodafone UK 3G 11:58 - =

Addyourtale = Last Scanned

v Capturing the Past

Banksy Maid - Now sadly painted over

Keywords: Banksy, art, architecture Capturing the Past
Banksy Maid - Now sadly painted over The panorama was captured in
front of the Chambermaid
8 Creaien-Thu 2 rprad i stencil by the artist Banksy,

® | ast modified:Thu 22 Apr 2010

created in May 2006, on the wall

»  00:10 00:57  shnill] 33 ® Last Viewed: Sat 10 Nov 2012 i
= Banksy Maid Camd e of the Roundhouse in Camden.
an aid Camden % S s <
Peoples Int tions with this Thi
Recorded for Talesofthings.com to show how the Banksy used to look before R e ikt Accordlng FO the Cam_de‘n NGW
someone at the council decided to paint over it. There is a grcode on the wall Journal Article the maid is a
® Number of Scans: 70 . .
S TN T T portrait of Leita who worked in a
o Number of Geo Tracks: 9 Hotel in Los Angeles.
The panorama was captured in front of the Chambermaid stencil by e Libbey Cambell the newly
the artist Banksy, created in May 2006, on the wall of the Map View
Roundhouse in Camden. According to the Camden New Journal
Article the maid is a portrait of Leita who worked in a Hotel in Los 0
Angeles.

. Charrtl)berhmald by Ii%a?ksy bdefore being palnted‘,?at iamemnryth:F; th
over by the council of Camdon es o |ngS
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Add value to objects

- Oxfam hShdelflife pro{ject;lobjects with attaChedw'it'sﬂmeml:rr}rthin_q"
stories had increased sales ‘ .
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Other examples
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HOW THE USER CAN
CONTRIBUTE WITH
CONTENT
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How the user can contribute with content

- After scanning the code, users can add their own content.
This includes:

- Pictures

- Movies

- Sounds

- Text

- Links to webpages

- Geographical position

a memory thing”
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How the user
can contribute
with content

The QRator
project

QRator allows
visitors to type in
their thoughts and
interpretations of
museum objects and
click ‘send’. Their
interpretation
becomes part of the
object’s history and
ultimately the display
itself via the
interactive label
system to allow the
display of comments

and information
directly next to the “p

artefacts. . .
«a ; _talesof things
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Better the devil?

Join the Conversation:
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Qrator at Grant Museum of Zoology

- Since QRator’s debut at
the Grant Museum In
November 2011:

- Qver 4300 visitor
contributions have been
made;

- 1 1n 3.35 of the total
visitors have chosen to

contribute on one of the
QRator iPads;

- And over 80% of the
contributions were either
on topic to the gquestion
posed or about the o

museum itself. ity .
wa /_talesof things

—

e
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How do you use it ?

- Login to the "Tales of things’ website

- Print blank QR codes

- Take a photo of the object

- Scan the code

- Add a story, movie or sound recording

- Put the sticker on the object so that others can scan it
- Geo located automatically

- Receive Twitter feeds about the object
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Login to the "Tales of things’ website

“it's a memory thing"”

‘ Username: |
*-’— taleS Of th|ngs password: |

v
Search things, tales and groups tales of things my things world of things scan a thing groups

Connectmg anything with any media, anywhere!

Wouldn'tit be greatto link any object directly to a video memory’ or an article of text describing its history or background?
Tales of Things allows just that with a quick and easy way to link any media to any object via small printable tags known as
QR codes. How about tagging a building, your old antique clock or perhaps that object you're about to put on eBay?

3 Sign up and start
% sharing your tales

/ 1t's free and anyone can join

Latest Things Recently Viewed Popular Tales Learn More

add image
Schlafplatz Futterplatz WaldspuerenA-Fu...
Added by waldspueren Added by waldspusren Added by waldspuersna

0:00 )
add image 5 # 5 i AR A
r 3 ’ ol NG i e . . For iPhone and Powering Oxfam's
— ; T B : Android Shelflife
WaldspuerenA-Ve... Euele Kaefer Available on the iPhone
Added by waldspusrens Added by waldspueren Added by waldspueren D App Store
[ _—§
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Print blank QR Codes

y 'it's a memory thing”

i tales of thlngs R

Log-out

" w
Search things, tales and groups tales of things my things world of things scan a thing groups

Connecting any_thmg w_lth any me_dla, an_y_\n{ht_are. .\ Add Your Thing and
‘Wouldn't it be greatto link any object directly to a video memory’ or an article of text describing its history or background? Share its Tales
Tales of Things allows justthat with a quick and easy way to link any media to any object via small printable tags known as It's Fast and Simple

QR codes. How about tagging a building, your old antique clock or perhaps that object you're about to put on eBay?

My Things My Tales Print QR Codes Elank Tags

You can create up to 10 blank QR Codes, adding the ability to tag’ things while you are out and about.
Simply scan one of these QR Codes with the Tales of Things iPhone client (updated wersion coming soon) to add new things.

~ | Create QR Code(s)

Tag: tgAIM2C5luw Tag: oXuOLxEORKk Tag: nurzx6v10MU Tag: eaH3GGLbBak

=]  [s]ge[a]
wa

[=]: 1 [s]

[ delete blank tag ] [ delete blank tag ]

Info:

A collaboration between: Brunel Un of Salford.

Ewitt

fallow,us)
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Scan the code

Mobile Culture & Urban Spaces - BUW WS2012

il Vodafone.de =

17:52

«1l. Vodafone.de T

'u#iéles of things

Welcome to the Tales
of Things iPhone app.
Use this application to

v

scan objects tagged

with Tales of Things'

QR codes and view
their tales and add

your own.

Touch to scan

Scan Tag

T

This tag is not assigned to
any Thing

Do you wish to assign a new Thing
[CRGIRRET

You must be the owner of this tag to
complete this operation.

Cancel OK
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Take a photo of the object
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Add story

[auil. Vodafone.de = 17:58

=7 :!H..n Vodafone.de =

17:59

< &8 |[.ul_ Vodafone.de =

18:03 o =

Enter a title for your object:

Schiller-Goethe Denkmal In Weimar

Enter a tale for your object:

i ™y
The original monument is in Weimar.
Four exact copies can be found in San
Francisco, Cleveland, Milwaukee and
Syracuse.

Enter optional keywords (comma separated):

Goethe, Schiller, Weimar, monument

\‘ Add photo |
Year of creation (e.g. 1950): 1857
Year of ownership (e.g. 2003): 2012

Make object private: [

Schiller-Goethe Denkmal In Weimar

Mov 10, 2012

“t.ales of thlngs

Add your tale ~ Last Scanned

| Schiller-
Goethe

Denkmal In

Weimar

The original monument is in
Weimar. Four exact copies can >
be found in San Francisco,
Cleveland, Milwaukee and
Syracuse.

Link to contenk
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Geo location added automatically

The World of Things

y
| map | satelite | Terrain |
=

' Location of first tale

' Location of additional tales

Back to overview of this thing and dR*ﬂ“‘a“h?
i : ; SR
e Tale: Schiller-Goethe Denkmal In Weimar =& 88

|
Story: The original monument is in A S

Weimar. Four exact copies can be

Created by: felixd on 10 Nov 2012

Powered by TOTeM Labs © 2010 & Funded by the Digital Economy

Info: Media Enquiries:

A coliaboration between: Brunel University, Edinburgh College of Art, University Ci London, University of Dundee, Univers
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MY IMPRESSION
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My Impression

Things that work Things that need improvement
- Good idea, In theory - No clear instructions on
- Clean, easy interface how to use it
- Side projects (QRator, . Requ_ires the use of the
Shelflife) are succesful website

- People usually just add
pictures of household
objects

- Hard to find QR codes
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TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS

<4 E’-ﬁggﬂgﬁhings
beta



Mobile Culture & Urban Spaces - BUW WS2012

Technical

- A collaboration between: Brunel University, Edinburgh

College of Art, University College London, University of
Dundee, University of Salford.

- Part of a bigger project that aims to make objects
communicate with each other.

- Designed for iPhone and iPad |l h;;:}sﬁt;re

- More info at
www.talesofthings.com "’ it's a memory thing”
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Type (Museum, Guide, Travel, Game, etc) Object blogging

Minimum screen-resolution required 480x320

Native or Web-app Native

Where it is Available: https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/tales-of-
things/id366964873
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