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A socially cohesive society is one which fosters stability,
has trust-based relationships, where people feel
connected and where members of society contribute to
common good (Schiefer et al., 2012).
The number of forced displaced people worldwide
reached the highest number ever seen in 2018. The
consequences of it were undertaken by cities who
spontaneously had to give a response to the 'new'
multicultural society. In this context, UN Habitat &
UNESCO called for fostering social cohesion and urban
planning orientated towards common good as key
principles for creating inclusive urban policies.
Making the concept of social cohesion capable of
grasping the plurality of urban life becomes harder at
times of rapid change says Miciukiewicz et al. (2012,
p.1856). The extent of interrelation of social and spatial
aspects of social cohesion are still not defined in existing
literature, moreover the analysis and comparison of
interrelation factors in different cultural context is still
unknown. The research objective of this project is to
create a better understanding of the extent of interrelation
between spatial (physical) and social (non-physical)
dimensions of the concept of social cohesion among
forced migrants. This inquire will be applied in different
cultural contexts that depict both social and urban
environment differences.
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01 Methods
The initial step of this project was to identify physical and
non-physical aspects of social cohesion according to
literature available (See Picture 2)This project is a vis a
vis positioning of the non-physical in relation to the urban
qualities of the environments where they develop
(physical elements related to the concept of social
cohesion). The second step defined methods to make
this two aspects measurable. The research design is
based on two factors: persons with forced migration
background and the location where they live, work, and
develop as humans beings. The persons involved provide
quantitative data for the later evaluation of sociological
aspects (See Picture 2). Additionally they provide
information about where they reside, work and do their
daily activities, this will ensure the later measurement of
urban qualities. For the interpretation of retrieved social
data basic descriptive statistics revealing frequency and
cross-tabs will be used.
Physical/Spatial aspects are measured individually
according to existing urban analysis methods,
Spacematrix, MXI, Block size analysis, Intelligibility
measurements, Space Syntax methodology, Active
frontage principe, etc.
The interrelation factor among these two aspects was
defined by a coefficient factor developed by Karl Pearson
in 1896 (See Picture 01)

Results &
Challenges
Previous pilot research on the topic developed in one
study case (Behler, M., 2019) has shown that direct
relation of variables doesn't exist, however the meticulous
review of each variable allows for illustrating tendencies.
Results obtained have shown the relation of good density
qualities to mostly every social aspect of social cohesion.
Concerning accessibility, the distance to local facilities is
one aspect which strongly influence the level of social
interaction. Attractiveness aspects showed an impact in
belonging and identification feelings as well as to the
motivation for working together towards common good
which is related to solidarity and reciprocity. Permeability
of urban space measured by, among others, block size
analysis, showed crucial findings related to frequency of
meeting people and social interaction confirming the
theory that the principe of active frontages invite people
and encourage them to stay longer. Based on our first
results, further research is expected on the following
topics: facilities accessibility, the focus on the street level
quality, the extent of natural surveillance, attractiveness,
maintenance and inclusiveness. This next step is planned
to be evaluated without disregarding the value
multiculturalism. Therefore the study will be applied in
different urban and cultural contexts for further
comparison.
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02. People with mixed ethnic and cultural backgrounds interacting in a same place. Own
graphic.

03. Research concept: the interrelation among physical and non-physical aspects of social
cohesion among forced migrants. Own graphic.

04. Aspects of urban qualities depicted in an urban situation. Own Graphic.

01. Correlation coefficient—Wikipedia. (n.d.). Retrieved 2 March 2019,
from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Correlation_coefficient. Own graphic.
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