
 
 

Exposé Guidelines 
 
 

The exposé should make the planned dissertation accessible and calculable in terms 
of its academic quality and feasibility. The candidate is expected to define the topic 
of the dissertation. In addition to the required documents listed in the Doctoral 
Degree Regulations, the candidate must also submit a two-page A4 document 
defining the topic of the dissertation. This must be submitted to the mentor prior to 
registration. The exposé should explain how the dissertation can be adequately 
supervised at the Faculty of Civil and Environmental Engineering. The exposé should 
include the following: 
 

1.  A working title for the dissertation, 
 

2.  A definition of the problem, including the field of research and any gaps in the 
research that the dissertation will address.  It should include a specific 
description of the unresolved controversies or knowledge gaps to which a 
contribution is being made. 

 

3.  A short description of the research task that the dissertation is addressing. 
The relevance of the candidate’s own research question must be justified 
and a hypothesis must be formulated. The intended knowledge gain must 
be presented in a clear and convincing way. 

 

4.  An initial work plan and schedule for the dissertation. 
 

The topic should be defined based on initial fundamental literature research and agreed 
upon with the mentor before submission. Once the research task has been clearly 
defined, formal registration as a doctoral candidate can take place in accordance with § 
5, Para. 1 of the Faculty of Civil and Environmental Engineering’s Doctoral Degree 
Regulations. 


