Dear Friend,
Anah, the French National Agency for Housing (Agence nationale de l’habitat), and CDC (Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations) had launched in summer 2006 a call for tender for a research program on the urban renewal practices and policies in four Central and Eastern European cities: Leipzig, Budapest, Krakow and Riga. The aim of Anah is twofold: to learn about practices and methods of urban renewal according to different socio-spatial environments and to build new contacts for future partnerships in the East Central European region. 

The call for tender has been won by ACT Consultants, an office for consultancy and research based in Paris. In the frame of this program, urban renewal practices and policies of the four cities are analysed in distinct studies to be accomplished between mid 2006 and end 2008. The studies will be published as independent textbooks based on one common structure. The first manuscript dealing with the Leipzig case was achieved in July 2007 and will be published by the end of the year. The second, Budapest study is on its way now, and will be prepared by February 2008 in cooperation by ACT Consultants and MTA-VITA Foundation. It will then be followed by the Krakow and Riga studies. 

The Lepizig study and its summary in English and in French can be downloaded from the official website of Anah: 
http://www.anah.fr/actualite/etudes-eu/page-actu-etud-eu.htm

Each study embraces a wide and detailed presentation of the cities, extending from a general overview on their urban development till the most basic and technical information on the different practices, tools and methods of urban renewal. In order to face the challenges of the research, ACT Consultants decided to cooperate with local partners in each city. The latter are asked to take an active part in the conceptualisation of the research: they contribute to define its main questions, to give solutions for methodological problems and the draw its main conclusions. This common work needs strong cooperation, mutual attention and punctuality that is often rendered more difficult by the short term of the studies (7 months in the case of Leipzig and only 5 in that of the other cities). Moreover, most of the partners had never had the occasion to meet personally before the project.  

ACT Consultants therefore previewed in its tender to organise a one day long workshop in the frame of the second – Budapest - study in order to facilitate the communication during the following periods of the project. This meeting will permit for the study groups and for their clients, Anah and CDC to meet each other and to debate about the methods and the objectives of the research. Further, this workshop will also breed some more general discussion about the social, economic and political background of urban renewal practices in the studied cities, and to place them in their wider, East-Central European context. (The discussion will be based on concrete results in the cases of Leipzig and Budapest and on some previous information given by our partners and other participants on the cases of Krakow and Riga).
 
The workshop will be held on November 26, 2007 from 9 am till 6 pm, in the headquarters of the Hungarian Society of Urban Planning (1094, Budapest, Liliom utca 48.). The official language of the workshop will be English. 
We are looking forward to your participation!
Sincerely, 

György Enyedi (MTA-VITA Foundation), Krisztina Keresztély, Sonia Fayman (ACT Consultants) and Patricia Couderc (Anah)
